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February  Events: 

 

Feb 9 - KCMGCC  Social  

Paul & Jackõs 

 

Feb 14 - Valentineõs Day/Mardi Gras 

Holy-Field Winery 

 

Feb 28 -  Chicago Swap Meet 

Wheatland, Il 
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NAMGBR Chapter of the year for 2009 

MOWOG X 

January 2010 

To most British car enthusiasts, MOWOG  is simply a logo cast or stamped on parts of their 

cars.  The some question on the exact meaning but it is generally accepted as an acronym 

MOrris WOlesley MG.  But for KCMGCC members it has taken on a new meaning  MG Own-

ers Winter Obligatory Gathering.  

It marks the beginning of the club 

year.  We meet to plan and 

schedule events for the yearõs 

driving season.  It is also an op-

portunity for club members to get 

together for a party when the 

weather is usually miserable and 

most of our sports cars are safely 

tucked away from the salt on the 

roads.   

The theme of this yearõs party was the 

60s.  Everyone was encouraged  to 

come as their favorite 60s character.  

Our host, John Burrows, revealed his 

alter ego - Speed Racer.    

And many other club members had 

their own interpretations of their favorite 

60s characters. See if you can identify 

the club members and who they portray.   

The karaoke machine was popular again 

this year.   

And we did set up a tentative schedule - 

see page 6.   



Opie, Kansas 

May 1 - SLIM Run 

May 8 - Cobra Club Run 

May 11 -  KCMGCC Social at 

Paul & Jackõs 

May 22 - PODUNK Run 

Camblins 

Jun 8  -  KCMGCC Social at 

Paul & Jackõs 

Jun 11 - Heartland Regional MG 

Show 

Jun 26 - Blues & Cruise 

Feb 9  -  KCMGCC Social at 

Paul & Jackõs 

Feb 14 - Valentine Day/Mardi 

Gras at Holy Field Winery 

Feb 28 - All British Car Swap 

Meet  at Wheatland, IL 

Mar 9  -  KCMGCC Social at 

Paul & Jackõs 

Apr 10 - Spring Tuneup  

Camblinsõ 

Apr 13  -  KCMGCC Social at 

Paul & Jackõs 

Apr 24 - Opie Chicken Run 

Jul 13 -  KCMGCC Social at 

Paul & Jackõs 

Aug 10 -  KCMGCC Social at 

Paul & Jackõs 

Sep 14 -  KCMGCC Social at 

Paul & Jackõs 

Oct 12  -  KCMGCC Social at 

Paul & Jackõs 

Nov 9 -  KCMGCC Social at 

Paul & Jackõs 

Dec 14 -  KCMGCC Social at 

Paul & Jackõs 

This is what I have found so far on car shows for 2010.  I will add more information as I find it.  I do not intend to make this list all-

inclusive, as I am only listing regional MG and British car shows and national MG register shows.   

Date Show    Location   Web site 

20-Mar New Orleans British Car Day  New Orleans, LA  http://www.bmcno.org 

19-Apr NAMGAR Key West Gathering Key West, FL  Contact Rob Camblin 

5-Jun Champagne British Car Festival Bloomington, IL  http://www.champagnebritishcarfestival.com 

11-Jun Heartland MG Regional  Overland Park, KS  http://www.heartlandmgregional.com 

23-Jun NAMGBR Convention  Belleville, Ontario, CA http://www.mg2010.com 

1-Jul GOF Central 32   Sawmill Creek Resort, OH http://nemgtr.org 

23-Jul GOBMC     Carthage, MO  Web Site not updated 

5-Sep KC All British   Kansas City, MO  Web Site not updated & date is a guess 

18-Sep Brits in the Ozarks   Fayetteville, AR  http://www.britishironnwa.org/show10.html 

2011 

12-Jun MG International 2011  Reno-Tahoe NV  http://mg2011.com  

2010 Events at a glance 

2010 MG & All British Car Shows  

KCMGCC Social 

geographically scattered member-

ship.   The 2010 Socials are at 

Paul & Jackõs  Tavern, 1808 Clay 

St, North Kansas City, MO.  If you 

want to see more about Paul & 

Jackõs, check their web site at 

http://www.paulandjacks.com.   

While our social officially starts at 

7:00, many people arrive at 6:00 

or even earlier.  While the primary 

focus of the evening is òEat, Drink 

and be Merry!ó and of course, 

talk about our MGs, we have a 

short business meeting that is 

mostly information about up-

coming club events.   

The social, like all KCMGCC 

activities  (with the exception of 

the election of officers) is open 

to anyone, club member or not.     

The KCMGCC Social is held every 

second Tuesday of the month at 

7:00 pm. 

As our club membership is 

spread throughout the greater 

Kansas City area (and beyond) 

our social has traditionally 

moved to a different part of the 

metropolitan area every year .  

We do this on order to spread 

out the inconvenience to our 

The Club Social, 

like all club 

activities are open 

to anyone.  You 

donõt have to be a 

club member to join 

the fun!  
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Mark these 

dates on  

your  

Calendar! 



I recently had the privilege to attend the auction at John 

Twist's University Motors in Grand Rapids, Michigan.  In 

case there is anyone reading this that doesn't know John, he 

is and has been for years one of the foremost authorities on 

MG mechanical issues.  His expertise is legend!  Circum-

stances had ganged up on him and forced him to close his 

once thriving and expanding repair and restoration business.  

The two major issues were that his wife who had always 

been the one keeping the books and doing all the thankless 

administrative duties of running a small business is strug-

gling with health issues.  She had always carried half the 

load keeping the business on track and often shouldered the 

bigger end of the load.  The second major blow was the eco-

nomic downturn suffered by the whole country and Michigan 

perhaps in particular.  No matter how much you love your 

business and how proud you are of it, if it can't be made to 

turn a profit then you must end it.  So to attend the auction of 

mostly memorabilia collected over many years was like go-

ing to a wake.  Many old acquaintances from car shows we 

have attended around the country were there.  As usual John 

had everything super organized and the first items showed 

the bidding would be lively.  Items I had found interesting 

sold for three or four times what I had thought they might 

bring.  My bidding card stayed tucked deep in my pocket.  

But since John had announced he would be forming a new 

but smaller business in the near future, the mood was not 

nearly as somber as I had feared.  

The auction was a few months back but it has taken me this 

long to reflect on my feelings and try to organize my 

thoughts enough to share them.  I first met John and wife 

Caroline back in 1991 or 92 when we attended one of his 

famous annual Summer Parties.  Several hundred MG's from 

all over the US and Canada were on display in neat precise 

rows and John personally conducted the whole affair with 

military precision.  This was the first big national level show 

we had attended and for us it set the bar that all other shows 

have attempted to reach.  We have missed more than we 

have attended in subsequent years but have managed to make 

it to a handful.  I sincerely hope someday there will be an-

other.   

We have also seen John and Caroline and their kids at many 

car shows around the country.  The famous ñRolling Tech 

Sessionò where John takes on all comers to diagnose and 

usually correct mechanical problems with just a few simple 

tools is always the highlight of the event.  Of course he ex-

plains to the throng of mechanic wannabes just what he is 

doing and why and how.  I've seen his trick of rebuilding the 

brake master of an MGB without removing it from the car 

and in about the same time it takes to read this paragraph.  

I'm always amazed at how many folks will stand for hours in 

the blazing sun soaking up his knowledge and enjoying his 

humor.   

I know John will find a way to continue using his skills as a 

mechanic.  But that isn't really his long suit.  He has written 

tirelessly for numerous club newsletters and whatever forum 

that would publish his work.  And I finally bought his book 

that is a compilation of most of these articles.  It is well 

worth the $40 and I got my copy autographed.  The more I 

read that book the more I understand about the cars we love 

and about the author.  John knows how to write in a concise 

manner, explain both the how and the why, and inject just 

enough humor to hold your attention.  He is a much better 

writer than I am.  His public speaking is just like his writ-

ings; entertaining, informative, spellbinding.  I've heard him 

tell basically the same stories more than once.  I've also 

watched several sunrises.  No two are ever the same and my 

interest is always captured.  John is a salesman's salesman 

and is always selling himself and his business.  He is a show-

man in his standard military style shirt, Greek fisherman's 

cap, shorts, and tiny rimless glasses that went out of fashion 

decades ago.  His voice is one that caries well and is full of 

confidence and authority.  A few find that voice a bit grating 

but not I.   He loves to add detail to his how-to advice.  It is 

never just turn the screw holding the wire, it is use the cross-

point screwdriver to slacken the 10-32 cheese head screw 

holding the brown wire with the yellow tracer.  If you haven't 

watched his numerous mini sessions on You Tube then you 

should go there and let him educate and entertain you now.   

And it was watching these short tech sessions online that I 

finally was able to figure out what John Twist, Mr. MG, is 

best at doing.  He is an educator.  He doesn't just know his 

stuff, he has the ability to transfer what he has learned to the 

audience in a way that they get it, enjoy getting it, and will 

likely remember it and be able to use it.  That is why folks 

drove hundreds of miles just to shake his hand, try to buy 

some memento from his collection, and wish him good luck 

in his future endeavors.   

 

Steve Olson  

Midget mumblings by Steve Olson 
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No ads have been submitted for this is-

sue.  If you have anything you want to 

buy or sell, contact the editor at chill-

mog@sbcglobal.net or call (816) 228-

4911. 

To place an ad: 

Non-commercial MG ads are free to both 

members and non-members.  Business 

ads are not accepted in this section.  

Business cards are published elsewhere 

in the newsletter as a courtesy to club 

members.  All ads are posted at the 

discretion of the editor and may be 

edited 

Classic-fieds  

Page 4 KC MG Post 

Valentine Day Tour to Holy Field Winery 

While checking out their web site for wine tours later this year, I noticed that the Holy Field Winery in Basehor, KS was have an 

event on Sunday, February 14th.  They are having a Valentine Day/Mardi Gras Party with live music from 2:00 to 5:00pm.  We 

have been to a few of their events and they are a lot of fun.   Anita and I will be going from Blue Springs.  If anyone wants to go 

with us or join up on the way, contact me at chillmog@sbcglobal.net and we can make arrangements.   

Their web site is http://holyfieldwinery.com/ 

This is what it looked like when we were there for 

the Oktoberfest in 2008.  I donõt think it will be as 

green in February and probably the event will be 

inside. 

No, this is not an òofficialó club event, but it 

sounded like it would be something fun.  Iõm sure 

a lot of you already have something better 

planned.   

 January 2010 Balance Sheet     

  Category  Income  Debit  

Beginning Balance      $6,381.35  

  50/50 Jan. Mtg. $32.00    

  Dues  $86.00    

Net Income   $118.00    $118.00  

    Sub-total   $6,499.35       

  Jan. Newsletter   -$24.51  

  Christmas Party   -$278.82   

  MS Society (Caroline Twist-John)  -$50.00  

Total Debit    -$353.33  -$353.33  

      

Ending Balance      $6,146.02  
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 Caroline Scott Robinson (Twist)  

 

 Caroline Scott Robinson, 56, of Ada, died Tuesday, Jan 12, 2010, at 

home surrounded by her family. Caroline graduated from Forest Hills 

High School in 1972 and received her B.S. in Business from Aquinas in 

1978. She had a lifetime passion for horseback riding and reading. A 

fiercely independent woman, she valued family greatly and was ex-

tremely dedicated to and supportive of her four children. She left a bril-

liant impression on all she met. For 33 years with her husband, she 

created, organized, managed, and directed University Motors, a local 

MG sportscar business of international acclaim. She was preceded in 

death by her father, Oliver Long Robinson. She is survived by her 

mother, Barbara Robinson of Cascade; and step-mother, Joan Robinson 

of Grand Rapids; and by her siblings, John (Betsi) Robinson, Greensboro 

NC, Mary Robinson (Tom Simmons), and Peter Robinson, both of Grand 

Rapids. An extraordinary wife and mother of intense character, she 

leaves her grieving husband of 31 years, John H. Twist; and four chil-

dren, Mary (Chris) VanOpstal of Wilmette, IL, J. Brooks Twist, Barbara 

Rose Twist, and James Oliver Twist, all of Ada. Her legacy was her in-

credible strength. "Don't let yourself get weak; you are as strong as you 

stay." A memorial service will be held Saturday, January 23 at 11:00 

a.m. followed by a reception at the Hilton Hotel (28th Street and Patter-

son). The family will receive friends on Friday at the Metcalf & Jonkhoff 

Chapel from 2 to 4 and 6 to 8 p.m. In lieu of flowers, donations may be 

made in her name to the National Multiple Sclerosis Society. The family 

is being served by: Metcalf & Jonkhoff Funeral Service  

In Memoriam 

Barbara Crist 

Barbara Crist, wife of long-time Midwest MGA club member Walt Crist passed away on Jan 11, 2010.  Ac-

cording to her wishes, there were no funeral, memorial services, or obituary in the paper.  Walt has been an 

active member of the MGA club and until her health problems interfered, Barbara usually accompanied him 

at shows.   
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April 10 Spring Tuneup Rob Camblin 

April 24 Opie, KS Chicken Run British Car Club of Wichita 

May 1 SLIM Run Rick & Monica Mills 

 

May 8 Cobra Club Run to Weston Larry Trout 

June 5 Rallye Gerry Cahill 

June 26 Blues & Cruise Night to Wabash Rob & Tommie Camblin 

July 3 Airport Sock Hop   

July 10 Drive-in Night Geoff & Christine Rollert or  

Russ & Kelly Circle 

July 17 Pool party Bob McAdoo 

August 21 Heartland Park Vintage Races  

August 28 Picnic - Mexican  Larry & Terri Petty 

 

September 25 1st Annual Club Picnic Terri Petty 

October 9 Oktoberfest at Holy Field Winery Charles Hill 

October 23 KCMGCC FAT Run Gerry & Tracy Cahill 

November 6 Guy Fawkes Day  Geoff Rollert or Scott Hughes 

December 4 KCMGCC Christmas Party and 

elections 

Rob & Tommie Camblin 

2010 Tentative Schedule of Events 

This is only proposed local events and is subject to change 
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Club Regalia 

If you check the officer listing on page you will see 

that the Regalia position on the board is vacant.  Our 

previous regalia chairman has resigned and nobody 

else seems to be interested in the position.   

In our last board meeting, we discussed regalia.  Do 

we really need a specific board position for regalia?  I 

donõt know if it was a consensus, but the general 

feeling seemed to be that if regalia was limited to a 

few specific club-oriented items such as baseball 

caps, t-shirts, magnetic signs with the club logo, it 

might be easier to attract someone to the regalia 

position or regalia could be handled by the remain-

ing board members as a shared duty.   

If the regalia position was eliminated, a general 

membership meeting would be needed to amend the 

club bylaws.   

As club members, please contact your board mem-

bers and let them know your opinion on the following 

questionsó 

1. Should be position of regalia chairman be elimi-

nated? 

2. If regalia is limited to just a few items, what 

items should be included? 

FYI:  According to the club bylaws, since the regalia 

position wasnõt filled at the election, the president 

can select someone to fill the post (if we decide to 

keep it.) 
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